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L-R: Current hard working committee members:  Anthony Schubert 
(Secretary) ,  Anne Batten (Archives) ,  Ian Wil l iamson (Treasurer) ,  Bi l l 

Gransbury (President) ,  Robert Broad (Blacksmith) ,  Rebecca Bolton 
(Vice President) ,  Leo Leggett (Blacksmith) ,  Jo Zander (Committee) .
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he move to form the Angaston and Penrice 
Historical Society was inaugurated at a public 
meeting convened by the Angaston Main Street 

Committee on 18 March 1997, with Ms Di Sullivan presiding. 
At a second meeting on 29 April, it was moved that a 
society focusing on the neighbouring townships of Angaston 
and Penrice be formed. Interest was initially shown in 
documenting, discussing and preserving photographic and 
oral records concerning the societal and built history of the 
two towns.

From September 1997, open meetings on the fourth 
Tuesday of the month commenced in the Old Union Chapel 
on Penrice Rd. On 16 October 1997, the Society was 
registered as an incorporated association. Office bearers 
were Bill Gransbury (President), Anthony Schubert (Vice 
President), Keith Jamieson (Secretary) and Ian Williamson 
(Treasurer).

The first display was at the Post Office promoting the 
Society’s formation and areas of interest. This was 
followed by other displays on topics including cycling 
history and aspects of the district’s mining and local marble 
industries.

From these early efforts we now have, at 21 Murray Street, 
the Angaston History Centre for displays and are currently 
looking at creating permanent displays in its two front 
rooms. We are also proud to be a part of the biennial 
Barossa History Fair which is growing in popularity, having 

25 YEARS OF APHS

T
been hosts in Angaston for the past two occasions.

Over the years, APHS has been assisted financially via 
donations and grants. Our organisation now has an excellent 
storage location, holding a fascinating and important 
collection of documents, images, recordings and objects 
thanks to donations from various groups and individuals. 

In 2002, APHS sponsored a meeting to re-open the 
Doddridge blacksmith shop. This was an initiative of Joe 
Doddridge and became a joint effort with then owner 
Paul Mariani. Initially operating with 19 volunteers, the 
attraction officially commenced on 29 September opening 
from 1-3.30pm each Sunday. We are extremely proud to 
have been involved in re-establishing the blacksmith as 
a significant historical tourist site, and in particular to 
have helped ‘save the blacksmith’ in 2016 with community 
funding. 

Please join us on the evening of Tuesday 25 October 
from 6.00pm at the Angaston Football Clubrooms & 
Function Centre, to celebrate these and our many other 
achievements over the past 25 years. The bar will be 
open from 6-9pm. Dinner (main and birthday cake) will 
be served from 6.30pm - cost being $25 per person. The 
AGM will commence at 7.30pm and this will be followed 
by a presentation from our long serving President, Bill 
Gransbury. We look forward to welcoming you to this 
special occasion.



2

This newsletter highlights 
25 years since the Angaston 
& Penrice Historical Society 
was formed in 1997.  Our 
achievements have been very 
much a team effort and so I 
thank you all for being part of 
the journey, in lots of ways.

Preparing new displays for 
the History Centre involves 
a great deal of time and 
effort and as such we have 
decided to dedicate one 
room to Doddridge family 
history and the other to more 
general Angaston history that 
allows for a more coherent 
connection to our blacksmith 
shop and museum. If you have 
any suggestions on what you 
would like to see in the display, 
please contact me via email 
angastonheritage@gmail.com.

APHS has been involved in the 
development of the Barossa 
Heritage Trails App with other 
groups in the Barossa Regional 
Heritage Network and Barossa 
Council Library staff. In addition 
to Angaston there are also 
trails for Bethany, Light Pass, 
Mount Pleasant, Nuriootpa, the 
Barossa Museum and a regional 
driving tour. Paula Bartsch 
from Mount Pleasant has done a 
great job chairing our Network 
meetings and the new chair is 
Jacinta Weiss from Gawler.

I hope to see you at our 
celebrations and AGM on 
Tuesday 25 October at the 
Angaston Football Clubrooms 
and Function Centre.

A NOTE FROM  
THE PRESIDENT

Original  Doddridge Bellows

e are currently in the 
process of documenting 
tools and objects within the 

blacksmith shop and museum. This 
is not only so that we can further 
educate our volunteers and visitors 
about the site, but to ensure we have 
information on the origin and use 
of important items in our collection 
database. One of the most significant 
pieces we have on display is a set of 
bellows, brought to South Australia by 
early settler William Doddridge.

William, Hardy’s grandfather, arrived 
in the new colony from England 
with his wife Thirza, on the South 
Australian in 1837. They first settled 
in Kangaroo Island and by 1841 were 
in Port Adelaide. Whilst shipping the 
large leather bellows to Australia 
enabled William to quickly establish 
his trade, the transportation of such 
a bulky piece of equipment must have 
been extremely difficult .

According to the family history record 
in The Descendants of Gottfried 
Rothe in Australia (1850-1979), the 
Doddridges were living in Angaston 
around 1846 with William establishing 
a blacksmith at Tarrawatta Station. 
Circa 1849, William built a stone smithy 

near to the New Inn Hotel (currently 
the Brauhaus).

Following William’s death in 1867 at 
the relatively young age of 60, his sons 
John and Charles took up the trade 
and later established the blacksmith 
on the present site of 19 Murray 
Street. The original bellows would 
have been used and repaired well into 
Hardy’s time and must be one of the 
oldest remaining pieces of blacksmith 
equipment in the State.

It was a pleasure to open the 
blacksmith and light the forge for a 
recent visit by the Waterhouse Club, 
a fundraising group for the South 
Australian Museum. Our dedicated 
volunteer team must be commended 
for remaining open on weekends as 
well as for tours and groups, despite 
some dreadfully wet, windy and cold 
weather. We are looking forward to 
some warmer Spring weather and 
more visitors to Angaston wandering 
up to the top end of town.

Please get in touch for information on 
tours and volunteering - contact Leo 
on 0400 260 970.

W
FROM THE FORGE

Bill
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ith the passing of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II 
on 8 September, APHS acknowledges her historic 
reign and extraordinary public service. 

During her 1977 Silver Jubilee tour of the Commonwealth, 
the Queen visited Lindsay Park stud in Angaston, then 
operated by Colin Hayes. In the image, left, the Queen 
is pictured alongside racehorse ‘Without Fear’. Hayes 
selected a filly sired by this horse for the Queen to race, 
which the Australian Government later sent to England as a 
gift .

It is interesting to look back at local newspaper reports 
and advertisements from 1953 regarding the coronation 
celebrations. A public meeting was held in Angaston to 
arrange balls, church services, a parade plus store and 
street decorations.

The Angaston Coronation Celebration commenced with a 
procession from the old Council Chambers to the Angas 
Recreation Park, headed by the town band and followed 
by District Councillors, ex-service people, honoured 
citizens, Red Cross members, new Australians, Scouts 
and Cubs, children in fancy costume from Angaston, Eden 
Valley, Keyneton and Wilton schools and various decorated 
vehicles.

The estimated crowd of well over 2,000 enjoyed 
refreshments and activities at the park, with children 
receiving prizes for the best dressed. The Leader reported 
it as one of the best and most colourful events seen in 
Angaston.

What celebrations will we see for the coronation of King 
Charles III?

QUEEN ELIZABETH II

W

RESTORATION PROJECT 

APHS members Ian Williamson, Leo Leggett, Robert Broad 
and Bill Gransbury have taken the lead on arranging 
restoration of the field gun in the Angaston Memorial 
Reserve. The Angaston RSL purchased the Field Gun from 
the Australian Defence Force during the 1960s. When the 
Angaston RSL closed, ownership was transferred to the 
Angaston Council.

Unfortunately the gun has been in disrepair for some years 
and following much negotiation and a successful Federal grant 
application, the gun can be appropriately reconditioned and 
relocated within the Reserve grounds. The restoration team 
is currently waiting for clearer skies and drier ground in 
order to bring in the required equipment without damaging 
the parkland.

The Saluting Their Service Commemorative Grants program 
ensures Australia’s wartime history is preserved and those 
who have served during wars, conflicts and peace operations 
are appropriately remembered. 

Q F  2 5  P o u n d  M a r k  I I  F i e l d  G u n

Image: The Leader Newspaper.

L-R: Robert Broad, Leo Leggett and  
Ian Wil l iamson.

The Queen alongside ‘Without Fear ’  at  Lindsay Park,  1977.  Uni of 
Melb. ,  206142.

Advertisement,  The Leader,  21 May 1953,  p1.
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Bar open 6-9pm with dinner served 6.30pm
$25pp, including main course & birthday cake

Followed by AGM & presentation 7.30pm
 
 

RSVP OCTOBER 17
angastonheritage@gmail.com

25th Anniversary
Celebrations & AGM

TUESDAY 25 OCTOBER 2022, 6.00PM
ANGASTON FOOTBALL CLUBROOMS

ANGASTON & PENRICE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

You are invited to attend the
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Name:  ........................................................................................................  

Postal Address:  ......................................................................................

.....................................................................................................................

Phone:  .......................................................................................................    

Mobile:  ......................................................................................................

Email:  .........................................................................................................

 
Annual Subscriptions: Remittance:

 General $15.00 Cash or via direct debit to:

 Concession $10.00 Angaston & Penrice Historical Society

 Corporate $40.00 BSB 105-021  Acc 038247840

 Life Member $100.00 (once only) Payment Received:  ....................................................  
 
 

Angaston & Penrice Historical Society Inc.  
ABN 75 126 367 743 

PO Box 337 Angaston SA 5353 
angastonheritage@gmail.com

The A&H Doddridge forge is now 
a working museum, thanks to our 
dedicated & passionate volunteers. 
Their skills are on display every 
Saturday, Sunday & some public 
holidays from 1-4pm.

The charming 1880s cottage next 
door at 21 Murray Street was once 
the Doddridge residence. It is now the 
Angaston History Centre where we 
have a research/meeting room and 
exhibition space. 

We welcome new members and 
encourage participation in our 
activities such as:

- volunteering as blacksmith/guide 
- recording archival material 
- arranging exhibitions 
- researching local history 
- writing articles 
- attending workshops 
- social functions 
- participating on the committee. 

Please contact our President,  
Bill Gransbury, for further  
information on 0438 083 559 or  
email angastonheritage@gmail.com.

The Angaston & Penrice Historical 
Society (APHS) was established in 1997 
with the vision to preserve, share and 
pass on knowledge of the captivating 
local history of Angaston & Penrice. 

We have an active membership group 
that meets monthly. Our activities 
include staging exhibitions and 
events, maintaining our archives and 
collections, conducting Angaston 
heritage walks and answering family 
and local history queries. 

Our organisation oversees the 
operation of the heritage listed 
Angaston Blacksmith Shop & Museum 
located at 19 Murray Street. Built in 
1876, Hardy and his brother Bert were 
third generation Doddridges working 
this blacksmith shop. In 1965, when in 
his eighties, Hardy shod his last horse. 
Doddridges Blacksmith Shop shod cart 
and riding horses, and made wrought 
iron for carts, buggies, ploughs and 
tools. Blacksmith shops were an 
essential part of rural life and this is 
one of the very few remaining main 
street ‘smithies’ in South Australia.

APHS MEMBERSHIP

D i s c o v e r  t h e  s t o r i e s  o f  o u r  d i s t r i c t
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e are grateful for an 
interesting new addition to 
the APHS collection - the 

Angaston Public Pound Register dating 
from 1892 through to the early 1940s. 
The register details the date and time 
of the impounding, a description of 
the animals seized, by whom they were 
impounded (e.g. a ranger or a local 
citizen), the cause (e.g. trespassing in 
a garden) and the owner or supposed 
owner. Holding fees were recorded 
and the stock released following 
payment and signature. Without claim, 
an impounding notice was placed in the 
newspaper advising a date of sale.

Following the first Impounding Act of 
1850, the Angaston Council appointed 
Nicholas Player as Pound Keeper and 
his land at the ‘west corner of section 
113’ as the first pound location in 
1854 (off Moculta Road). Around 1862 
Richard Hyne became Pound Keeper, 
and the site was moved to his adjacent 
property on section 115.

We estimate the pound was moved to 
a more central location in the township 
in the late 1870s. There are sections 
of stone walls still standing near 
Washington and Kent Streets which 
are thought to have been built for this 

NEW TO THE COLLECTION 

purpose. The Angaston site was used 

for impounding stray animals from all 

over the district , mainly horses, cattle, 

sheep and occasionally pigs or goats.

In 1919 the pound was finally moved to 

Council owned land at the corner of 

Newcastle and Tyne Streets, where 

it was in use until closure in 1952. 

Long serving pound keepers were 

Edward Cadd, John Bott and lastly 

Hardy Doddridge, who acted from 

1925 onwards. We thank Hardy’s 

granddaughter, Susan Rodgers, who 

kindly donated the register.

A 1923 Leader article states, ‘...a 

pound-keeper’s life is not always 

devoid of interest. Mr. John Bott has 

held the position since he took over 

from Mr. Ed. Cadd just over thirty 

years ago, and during that time has 

had many interesting spars with the 

owners of cattle who found the bill for 

accommodation exceeded the capital 

value of the impounded beasts. In 

those days the pound yards used to 

be at the rear of the Angaston Hotel, 

then they were removed to the rear of 

the Commercial Hotel [now Brauhaus] 

then the present yards were built .’

W

Angaston Pound Register.
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A n g a s t o n  P o u n d  R e g i s t e r

Angaston
HERITAGE TRAIL

PART OF THE BAROSSA HERITAGE TRAIL FEATURING:

BETHANY  I  LIGHT PASS  I  MOUNT PLEASANT

BAROSSA HERITAGE DRIVE  I  BAROSSA MUSEUM  I  NURIOOTPA

You can now download 
the Barossa Heritage 

Trails App on Android 
or iphone.

Enjoy walks or drives 
around the region 

and learn more about 
the history of the 

townships, prominent 
people and significant 

landmarks.
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Thank 
You

WATERHOUSE CLUB VISIT 

he Waterhouse Club, the fundraising arm of the 
South Australian Museum, recently enjoyed an 
expedition to Angaston and the Barossa. Organisers 

were Tim and Jen Tolley with local support from Ian 
Williamson, Bill Gransbury and John and Jan Angas.

On 8 September, Bill addressed 55 guests at the Old Union 
Chapel on the history of the building. Complimentary 
Langmeil wine was well received. Guest speaker Phillip 
Jones expanded on the Angas family and their contribution 
to the State of South Australia. Following dinner at the 
Wanera, Philip gave an address on his recent publication 
about George French Angas, Illustrating the Antipodes. 
Additional site visits included Ian Williamson’s Coach 
House, Collingrove and the Angas Mausoleum as well as the 
Angaston Blacksmith Shop and Museum.

MEET OUR MEMBERS

part from spending my infant 
years in Truro and Moculta and 
three years attending Wattle Park 

Teachers College, I have lived in the area 
since birth in the Angaston Hospital.  

My parents and brothers were born in 
Latvia, my sister in Germany, where they 

lived as displaced persons for four years after fleeing 
Latvia during WW2. They arrived in Australia in 1949 so I’m 
the first-generation Aussie in the family.

Just one other family member, my mother’s sister and her 
family also migrated to Australia, settling in Sydney. Others 
remained in Latvia, Germany or emigrated to America. 
Hence for us a near-by extended family was non-existent. 
I fondly remember meeting my three Sydney cousins, aunt 
and uncle for the first time when I was 15 and enjoying that 
connection. 

In 1967, Mark Howard Batten came into my life; complete 
with his five siblings, three living grandparents, 22 aunts 
and uncles and 30 cousins. I was amazed at this wider family 
which sparked my interest in traceable family history - 
more so because Mark Henry Batten who arrived here from 
Wiltshire in 1871 at the age of 19, has descendants closely 
linked with Angaston’s pioneer families of Thorn, Radford, 
Masters and Doddridge.

A n n e  B a t t e n

DIARY DATES

OCT 25

6.00pm - AGM & 25 year celebration dinner

Angaston Football Clubrooms

NOV 22

7.30pm – General Meeting

NOV 25

Angaston Christmas Party & Parade

DEC 13

5.30pm APHS Christmas BBQ

Angaston Memorial Reserve

JAN 24 2023

7.30pm - General Meeting

FEB 28 2023

7.30pm - General Meeting

nce again we would like to extend a huge thank 
you to Keenan Hopkins of IDIT. Keenan readily 
offers his time and expertise to assist us with 

our computing requirements and IT queries. He recently 
advised on the purchase of a new laptop and helped 
install our Mosaic database files. We recommend Keenan’s 
services to our members.

We would also like to extend thanks to Phil Othams for 
pruning the currant vine at Doddridge House. Phil is always 
ready to volunteer his time for this job and again we are 
grateful for his recent efforts.

O

ANGASTON & PENRICE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
21 Murray Street ,  Angaston
Box 337 Angaston,  SA 5353

angastonheritage@gmail .com  |   EQ@angastonheritage
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Angaston & Penrice Historical Society acknowledges the 
Traditional Owners of the lands on which we meet, work 
and live. We celebrate the stories, culture and traditions 
of First Peoples and recognise their deep and continuing 
connection to Country. We pay our respects to their Elders 
past, present and emerging.
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