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he Barossa History Fair is back!  
Following a successful event last year, the 
organising committee has decided to hold the fair 
in 2022, after which it will become a biennial event 

occurring in alternate years to the Vintage Festival.
Angaston will again be the host town on Sunday 1 May, from 
9.30am – 4.30pm. Join us for the day and immerse yourself 
in history! The programme includes:

BAROSSA HISTORY FAIR RETURNS

T
As well as the activities around the Town Hall, families 
can participate in a scavenger hunt for the chance to 
win a $50 Kids Unite voucher. This will be a great way to 
experience the heritage aspects of Angaston and other 
various attractions open on the day, including the Angaston 
Blacksmith Shop and Museum, Angaston History Centre 
and the Machinery Preservation Society shed. A sausage 
sizzle, coffee and other food items will be available in the 
adventure station area.

This community event is organised by members of the 
Barossa Regional Heritage Network, a group comprised of 
representatives from various heritage organisations in the 
district , including our own. APHS acknowledges the huge 
task of putting together the program that involves many 
voluntary hours. 

ENTRY – Adults $5, U18 Free. All speakers’ sessions 
are included in the ticket price. Tickets are available on 
Eventbrite or at the door. Hop on/hop off bus around 
Angaston $5pp.

Go to the History Festival website to search other events 
around the region throughout May.

Continued on p. 3

- Welcome to Country - Courtney Brown, Peramangk Nation

- 20+ Local History Displays

- Heritage SnAps Competition – Top 20 Images

- Light Horse parade 

- Victoriana Society promenade

- Vintage photo booth

- Family Scavenger Hunt – with great prizes

- Launch of the Barossa Heritage Trails App

- Nuriootpa Town Band performance

- Silent fine wine auction

- Four guest speakers

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/2022-barossa-history-fair-tickets-309216824847
https://festival.history.sa.gov.au
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Welcome to our fourth 
newsletter.

The new Barossa Heritage 
Trails App is available to 
download, and though not 
formally launched, the Angaston, 
Light Pass, Bethany and Mount 
Pleasant trails are ready to use. 
Nuriootpa, the Barossa Museum 
and a driving trail will all be 
added soon. I congratulate two 
of our members, Anne Batten 
and Rebecca Bolton for the 
production and editing of the 
Angaston tour.

We continue to receive 
interesting material for our 
archives. Desma Schiller 
kindly deposited her stories 
of the Wilton Hall as well as 
the Wilton and Tarrawatta 
School records. Kaye Birks 
generously donated two large 
oil portraits of Dr George 
Birks and his wife Hannah, along 
with documentation detailing 
their journey from Manchester 
to South Australia. Dr Birks, 
his wife and seven children, 
arrived in 1853. He found work 
as a surgeon in Angaston and 
operated a shop and surgery 
on Murray Street. Sadly Birks 
died in early 1858 after a 
fall from his horse caused a 
haemorrhage.

I recommend our current 
display in the History Centre 
about the Angaston Show. 
Thanks to Bec, Anne, Pat and Jo 
for their work on this exhibition. 
Both the History Centre and 
Blacksmith will be open for the 
Barossa History Fair, we look 
forward to seeing you at this 
wonderful community event.

A NOTE FROM  
THE PRESIDENT

Image: R Bolton.

Bil l  and Leo at the 2021 AGM with new 
signage recognising donors of the Save the 
Blacksmith Shop fundraising campaign.

ith a vision to preserve, 
share and pass on 
knowledge of our 
captivating local history, 

we’re always looking at ways to 
improve our offerings. With this 
in mind, we have received a MaC 
grant via the History Trust of SA, to 
undertake an interpretation plan of 
the Blacksmith Shop and Museum. 

A museum interpretation plan 
incorporates an analysis of the site, 
audience profiles, consultation with 
stakeholders, identification of stories, 
themes and materials and provides 
an outline or framework for ways in 
which to best present the site and its 
collections.

Kevin Jones, former Director of the 
Maritime Museum, is working with our 
team to review the current experience 
and advise us as to where changes or 
upgrades can be implemented. Our 
passionate blacksmiths and guides 
have a great deal of knowledge to 
impart about the trade and tools as 
well as the Doddridge family. We hope 
to better share this information both 
with visitors and between volunteers. 
This is an exciting project and we are 
looking forward to seeing Kevin’s 
report.

As a result of further research on the 
beginnings of the Doddridge business, 

we have found ourselves in a quandary. 
We have differing information that 
suggests the business could have 
been established in 1873 or 1876. 
This is significant not just for the 
sake of accuracy, but because we will 
very soon be celebrating the 150th 
anniversary.

The land upon which both the 
blacksmith and Doddridge house 
are located was a part of section 
425, previously owned by Gottfried 
Schilling. As the title was transferred 
to John Doddridge in September 1876, 
we believe this to be the more likely 
date that the blacksmith shop was 
built .

A discussion amongst the team has 
also occurred regarding opening 
times. Commencing at the beginning 
of June, we will be trialing a 10am – 
2pm session (instead of 1-4pm) on 
Saturdays. We are hoping this earlier 
time will capture more visitors who 
are in Angaston following a visit to the 
Farmers Market or before afternoon 
sport. We will continue to remain open 
from 1-4pm on Sundays for the time 
being.

Please get in touch for information on 
tours and volunteering - contact Leo 
on 0400 260 970.

W
FROM THE FORGE
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peaker sessions this year include:

Christeen Schoepf – ‘The Cheer-Up Society of 
South Australia and the Barossa Valley contribution 
to this significant war work’

Australian women formed the backbone of the voluntary 
war work occurring during the wars of the twentieth 
century. The very successful Cheer-Up Society started in 
Adelaide in November 1914 and was to provide immediate 
comforts and entertainment to those enlisting. Country 
women supported the work of the society by supplying 
much needed foodstuffs and money. This presentation 
reveals the general operations of the society and the 
significant contributions to this war work by the people of 
the Barossa Valley and surrounding districts.
Christeen is a Historical Archaeologist, author and content 
creator, whose research examines the significance of this 
war work and the genealogies and historical contexts of 
the lives of hundreds of women who were involved in the 
Cheer-Up Society.

Judith Francis - ‘Saints or Sinners – let history speak for 
itself’

Judith will discuss the formation of the Pioneers 
Association which commenced in 1935 and the work they do 
today. She will look at the birth of the province – when and 
why; the first European settlers and Proclamation as well as 
focusing on several pioneer family stories with a link to the 
Barossa Valley.
Judith has had a life-long interest in South Australian 
History. Family research linked her to the White family who 
arrived on the Royal Admiral in 1838 and settled in Adelaide. 
Wishing to share her pioneering history with others, she 
joined the Pioneers Association of SA in 2011, was elected 
to Council in 2012 and is now serving as President. 

Samuel Doering – ‘The Diary of Emilie Appelt’

Samuel will share the extraordinary story of Emilie Appelt 
who wrote a detailed personal diary between 1904 and 
1914. Emilie’s brief biographical introduction of her early 
life reveals her Adelaide-based upbringing, Eudunda’s first 
decades, and the heartache and trauma she experienced 
with child mortality.
A 22-year-old historian based near Eudunda, Samuel 
has recently completed a Bachelor of Arts (Honours) in 
History and English Literature at the New College of the 
Humanities in London. His first book, ‘The Diary of Emilie 
Appelt: Eudundan. German. Lutheran. Woman. 1904-1914’ 
was published in November 2021. He also contributes to the 
Peter Goers Evenings show and writes for Art UK.

Gayle & Mike Quarmby – ‘Indigenous Australian 
Bushfoods’

Gayle and Mike Quarmby will talk about their Outback 
Pride Project, which created a network of native food 
production sites for remote Indigenous communities to 
have development training for this growing industry. At 
the time they retired  and handed their three businesses 
into Indigenous ownership, one tonne of fresh native 
produce was being hand-picked every week and shipped to 
800 chefs, manufacturers and caterers across Australia. 
Gayle will also discuss her father Rex Batterbee’s role in 
the mentoring of Albert Namatjira, the foundation of the 
Aboriginal Art Industry and how this influenced her.
In their Australian native food enterprise, Gayle and Mike 
used their lifetime of horticultural experience to grow 
indigenous ingredients. They travelled the outback visiting 
indigenous communities to seek out the best sources of 
food. 

BAROSSA HISTORY FAIR CONT.

S

HISTORY CENTRE

APHS has teamed up with the St John Ambulance Museum to 
organise a new exhibition – Cadet Camps – over 60 years of 
shared history.

When District Officers HH (Dutchy) Hollands and Beatrice 
Williams suggested a mixed camp for male ambulance and 
female nursing cadets in the early 1950s, the idea was radical. 
It attracted concern and some opposition. The first camp, 
held in 1951, was an immediate success and so began 63 years 
of the Angaston Camps held annually on the October long 
weekend.

South Australian Railways provided a train to transport 
cadets from Adelaide to Angaston. The Angaston Recreation 
Park provided facilities for the camp. The Army loaned 
palliasse mattresses which were then filled with straw. The 
Angaston Council supported the idea of a camp and supplies 
could be purchased from local businesses.

This exhibition will launch in late June.

C o m i n g  S o o n  -  N e w  J o i n t  E x h i b i t i o n
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Female cadets f i l ing past the Grandstand 
at Angas Recreation Park,  year unknown.



4

• Welcome to Country
• 20+ Local History Displays
• Heritage SnAps Photo Display  

• Vintage Photo Booth 
• Family Scavenger Hunt with prizes
• Speakers in the annexe

Enjoy activities for the whole family!

Sunday  
1 May 2022 

9.30am – 4.30pm
Angaston Town Hall 

Explore local 
attractions.

Angaston 
Blacksmith
Shop

Angaston 
History 
Centre

Barossa Valley 
Machinery Preservation 
Society Shed

Adults $5, Under 18 FREE
Bookings via Eventbrite or at door
Hop on/hop off bus extra $5pp
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Name:  ........................................................................................................  

Postal Address:  ......................................................................................

.....................................................................................................................

Phone:  .......................................................................................................    

Mobile:  ......................................................................................................

Email:  .........................................................................................................

 
Annual Subscriptions: Remittance:

 General $15.00 Cash or via direct debit to:

 Concession $10.00 Angaston & Penrice Historical Society

 Corporate $40.00 BSB 105-021  Acc 038247840

 Life Member $100.00 (once only) Payment Received:  ....................................................  
 
 

Angaston & Penrice Historical Society Inc.  
ABN 75 126 367 743 

PO Box 337 Angaston SA 5353 
angastonheritage@gmail.com

The A&H Doddridge forge is now 
a working museum, thanks to our 
dedicated & passionate volunteers. 
Their skills are on display every 
Saturday, Sunday & some public 
holidays from 1-4pm.

The charming 1880s cottage next 
door at 21 Murray Street was once 
the Doddridge residence. It is now the 
Angaston History Centre where we 
have a research/meeting room and 
exhibition space. 

We welcome new members and 
encourage participation in our 
activities such as:

- volunteering as blacksmith/guide 
- recording archival material 
- arranging exhibitions 
- researching local history 
- writing articles 
- attending workshops 
- social functions 
- participating on the committee. 

Please contact our President,  
Bill Gransbury, for further  
information on 0438 083 559 or  
email angastonheritage@gmail.com.

The Angaston & Penrice Historical 
Society (APHS) was established in 1997 
with the vision to preserve, share and 
pass on knowledge of the captivating 
local history of Angaston & Penrice. 

We have an active membership group 
that meets monthly. Our activities 
include staging exhibitions and 
events, maintaining our archives and 
collections, conducting Angaston 
heritage walks and answering family 
and local history queries. 

Our organisation oversees the 
operation of the heritage listed 
Angaston Blacksmith Shop & Museum 
located at 19 Murray Street. Built in 
1876, Hardy and his brother Bert were 
third generation Doddridges working 
this blacksmith shop. In 1965, when in 
his eighties, Hardy shod his last horse. 
Doddridges Blacksmith Shop shod cart 
and riding horses, and made wrought 
iron for carts, buggies, ploughs and 
tools. Blacksmith shops were an 
essential part of rural life and this is 
one of the very few remaining main 
street ‘smithies’ in South Australia.

APHS MEMBERSHIP

D i s c o v e r  t h e  s t o r i e s  o f  o u r  d i s t r i c t
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In researching the Angaston 
Show exhibition we discovered 
a curious anomaly regarding the 
Recreation Park that has perhaps 

been forgotten about over time.

Proclamation Day, 28 December 
1877, was chosen for the opening 
celebration of the Angas Recreation 
Park, an area of about 21 acres 
donated by George Fife Angas as a 
gift to the people of Angaston. On 
the morning of the 28th a procession 
formed, headed by the Angaston Brass 
Band. A banner spanned the park 
gates with the words ‘Welcome to the 
Angas Recreation Park’, (APHS has a 
photograph of this).

Mr J.H. Angas, having addressed the 
crowd, unlocked the gate and the 
townsfolk entered in processional 
order while the band played ‘God 
Save the Queen.’ A cricket match and 
luncheon then took place.

In 1902 the Angas Recreation Park 
committee decided ‘to erect in front 
of the exhibition building a dwarf 
column bearing a marble tablet with an 
inscription recording the donation of 
the park by the late G.F. Angas.’ The 
work was to be carried out by Mr F.W. 
Habich of Tanunda, whose design had 
been accepted. 

DID YOU KNOW?

Though somewhat blurry, an image in 
the Kapunda Herald taken at the 1908 
Angaston Show, depicts this monument 
in front of the show hall in which you 
can just make out the shape of the 
marble tablet. It was not until 1934 
that the memorial was removed due to 
the misleading description.

The marble plaque section was kept 
however and now sits in the stone wall 
at the base of the show hall, though we 
have been unable to determine when it 
was re-laid.

How strange it seems to us now that 
the plaque was still displayed showing 
the wrong date, 1878. Made only 25 
years after such a significant occasion 
to the township, an event that would 
have been documented in minutes 
and likely attended by some of the 
committee members, how did this 
error come to pass?

A search in the Barossa Council 
archives unearthed the first minute 
book for the Recreation Park 
Committee dating from 1877, however 
documentation for the later years in 
question was missing.

The lesson for historians - even 
century-old marble tablets have typos! 

ANGASTON BOWLING CLUB – 100

PHS extends congratulations to the Angaston 
Bowling Club on celebrating 100 years since the 
first games were played on the green.  
The Newcastle Street site was purchased, and 

the green planted in 1921. In January 1923, more than 
200 people attended an official opening event hosted  
by then President, Mr R.M. Hardy.

The Register reported that in preparation, club 
members held a working bee to construct a shelter 
shed and grade the ground around the outside of the 
rink. Electric light was yet to be installed to allow play 
in the evenings. Mr D.S. Keightley was to be commended 
as it was mainly due to his enthusiastic efforts and 
perseverance that the club was started. The cost of  
the greens and appointments was around £1000.

A

I

The marble tablet made in 
1902 shows the incorrect year.

Image: A Batten

On the far r ight,  a child 
looking at the GF Angas 

monument on show day.
Image: Kapunda Herald, 6 Mar 1908.

Committee members in 1927.  Back: J.  Richens,  B.  Trescowthick,  J.T.  Sowerby (Captain) ,  
E .  Trescowthick.  Front:  G.N. Dallwitz (Vice President) ,  G.W. Chinner (President) ,  

W. Bai ley (Honorary Secretary) ,  D.S.  Keightley (Chief Groundsman).
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ANGASTON MARBLE QUARRIES

We are grateful to Bill Sibley for agreeing to 
talk at our next meeting (April 26) about the 
history of the marble industry in Angaston. The 
Sibley’s were among a number of other early 

settler families to commence quarrying in the region from 
the mid-late 1800s. 

Angaston marble was renowned for its quality and has been 
used in buildings across the state as stairways, balustrades, 
columns and foundation stones – but most notably, huge 
quantities were shipped to London for the construction 
of Australia House in 1915. The marble was also used for 
headstones, sculptures and monuments including the South 
Australian National War Memorial on North Tce.

The meeting will be held at our archives on Fife Street at 
7.30pm – all welcome.

MEET OUR MEMBERS

I was born at Angaston & District Hospital 
in 1939, elder son of Russell and Bertha, 
brother to Helen. My great-grandparents 
James and Susan came from Cornwall, 
taking up land in 1858 – our property is a 
portion of their original plot. 

Aside from my working life with Gawler 
Park Fruits and later Angas Park Fruits, I have enjoyed 
being an active community member. Some of the many 
organisations I have been associated with include the 2nd 
Angaston Scout Group, Angaston Agricultural Bureau, 
Angaston Congregational Church, Rotary Club of Barossa 
District , Angaston Bowling Club, Angaston Football Club and 
Combined Probus Clubs of the Barossa. 

In addition, I have been involved with the Angaston 
Agricultural and Horticultural Show for over 65 years as 
a Life Member, Patron and Past President. However, my 
greatest honour was to receive the Barossa Council’s 
Citizen of the Year award in 2014.

I have always enjoyed singing, having joined the 
Congregational Church choir at the age of 16. I sang in a 
double quartet as a member of the ‘Kellermeister’ group, 
part of the Barons of the Barossa.

My wife, Elizabeth, has supported me in all of my ventures 
– we have been married almost 59 years. We have 
three children, Andrew, Jayne and Richard, and eight 
grandchildren – all wonderful people.

W i l l i a m  ( B i l l )  S i b l e y 

DIARY DATES

APRIL 26

7.30pm – General Meeting
Guest speaker - Bill Sibley

MAY 1

Barossa History Fair
Blacksmith & History Centre open 10-4

MAY 24

7.30pm – General Meeting

JUNE 28

7.30pm – General Meeting

JULY 26

7.30pm - General Meeting 

AUGUST 23

7.30pm - General Meeting

APHS ANNIVERSARY
n 16 October 1997, the Angaston and Penrice 
Historical Society was registered as an 
incorporated association. Bill Gransbury, Ian 
Williamson and Anthony Schubert have served 

on the executive committee since inauguration. The group 
has been involved in many community projects over the 
years including exhibitions, events, research and publishing. 
We are proud to maintain an excellent archival collection 
and of course, carry on the legacy of the A&H Doddridge 
forge. We look forward to celebrating this special occasion 
later in the year and will advise details in due course.

O

ANGASTON & PENRICE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
21 Murray Street ,  Angaston
Box 337 Angaston,  SA 5353

angastonheritage@gmail .com  |   EQ@angastonheritage

W

Angaston & Penrice Historical Society acknowledges the 
Traditional Owners of the lands on which we meet, work 
and live. We celebrate the stories, culture and traditions 
of First Peoples and recognise their deep and continuing 
connection to Country. We pay our respects to their Elders 
past, present and emerging.

25
YEARS


