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Saturday 1 May - Regional Connection
Sunday 2 May - Expo
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n Sunday 2 May an ‘Expo’ day has been organised 
and will be held in the Angaston Town Hall, with 
a Family Fun Fair running in the nearby Barossa 
Adventure Station.  Entry to the Town Hall is just 

$5 per adult (bookings via Eventbrite or at the door), with 
children under 18 admitted free.

More than 20 local history groups will provide displays in 
the main hall, with activities performed on the stage such as 
rope making and butter churning by the Bethany group. 

Included in the entry price are three speakers’ sessions to 
be held in the annexe. The Family Fun Fair features music 
such as Little Black Dress, food and activities for children 
in a lovely, safe and historic environment.  Historic vehicles 
and machinery will also be on display nearby. 

Further details overleaf.

eritage underpins many Barossa visitor 
experiences, either as a compelling drawcard 
or intertwined with other reasons for visiting. 
Whether staying in an old cottage, visiting a 

restored cellar door, going on a heritage walk or tasting 
wine produced from some of the world’s oldest vines, the 
Barossa’s historical legacy delivers memorable experiences 
by providing deep connections to local places and people.

The State Government has identified the Heritage Tourism 
sector as having significant potential to enhance South 
Australia’s visitor economy. Connecting travellers and 
their passions to the people and places they visit through 
authentic stories and unique experiences is something 
the Barossa does so well, and it is with this in mind the 
Barossa History Fair has been organised as part of South 
Australia’s History Festival.

At our ‘Regional Connection’ event on Saturday 1 May, listen 
to a panel discussion with three of the industry’s leading 
authorities whilst enjoying brunch at the Wanera Wine Bar 
and Restaurant. Keith Conlon OAM LLB BA, former Chair of 
Heritage SA; Greg Mackie OAM BA, Chief Executive of

the History Trust of SA and an Adelaide City Councillor as 
well as Jon Durdin, Chair of Tourism Barossa will discuss 
their experiences in the realm of Heritage Tourism. Tickets 
cost just $20 per person including the hot brunch and are 
available on Eventbrite.

BAROSSA HISTORY FAIR

H 
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https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/2021-barossa-history-fair-expo-tickets-142056692391
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/2021-barossa-history-fair-regional-connection-tickets-141923576237
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•Local History Displays 
& Talks 

•Family Fun Zone - 
face painting, BBQ & 
live music 

•Historic Machinery 
Display 

•Photo Exhibition 

•Vintage Car Display

2021 Barossa 
History Fair

Sat 1st May 
10am - 1pm 

Wanera Wine Bar & 
Restaurant, Angaston

Sun 2nd May 
10am - 5pm 

Angaston Town Hall & 
Barossa Adventure Station

•Regional Connection 
networking brunch 

•Speakers including 
Keith Conlon OAM & 
Greg Mackie OAM 

•Angaston Blacksmith 
Shop & Museum 

•Angaston History 
Centre Exhibition 

•Heritage Walking Trails

www.angaston.org.au E@barossahistoryfair Book via Eventbrite

Sponsored by Supported by

BAROSSA 
REGIONAL 
HERITAGE 
NETWORK
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Welcome to our second 
newsletter.

Personally, I have been very busy 
over the past few months in my 
role as co-chair of the Barossa 
History Fair committee. This 
major event, to be held over two 
days (May 1 & 2) as part of the 
SA History Festival, is a great 
opportunity for our town to 
showcase the wonderful aspects 
of our history as well as what 
we have on offer today. I hope 
to see you there.

There are lots of opportunities 
to engage with our region – one 
of them being as a volunteer. A 
new initiative called ‘Give Time 
Barossa’ is providing a micro-
volunteering service whereby 
you can offer your services to 
organisations on a one-off basis 
– no long term commitments or 
committee meetings required! 
This is an opportunity to learn 
more about your town, meet 
new people and learn new 
skills. Angaston Heritage will 
be participating in this project 
– currently we have a need for 
volunteers to assist with the 
Barossa History Fair. Please get 
in touch should you be able to 
help. 

In the meantime, I wish to 
thank our dedicated long-
term volunteers who have also 
been very busy working on 
numerous projects including our 
new Angaston Heritage Walk 
brochure and My Tours App, 
the upcoming Angaston History 
Centre exhibition, numerous 
family history enquiries and 
of course our wonderful 
blacksmiths and guides. 

A NOTE FROM  
THE PRESIDENT

Images: APHS.

At the blacksmith

ur dedicated blacksmith 
Leo Leggett doesn’t mind 
the limelight! In November 
last year a half-day shoot 

was organised for some promotional 
images and video footage for APHS 
and earlier this year, the South 
Australian Tourism Commission visited 
the forge to film for an upcoming 
promotion. Leo was resplendent in a 
new blacksmith apron, throwing coke 
on the forge to create the sparks that 
make such striking images. We can’t 
wait to share all the results in due 
course.

A special element of our APHS 
photo shoot was the inclusion of 
Hardy Doddridge’s great great 
grandchildren, Emma and Henry Dow. 
With Hardy’s father Charles having 
taken on the blacksmith in 1881, 
how wonderful to still have a family 
connection in Angaston 140 years 
later. Emma and Henry both put on 
their protective gear and had a turn 
on the bellows and at the anvil.

We are so pleased with our new 
blacksmith aprons that were expertly 
designed and crafted by Carol Dadds 
of Sunshine Barossa. They look 
fantastic with our logo on the front 

and will no doubt last for many years. 
We very much appreciate Carol’s 
generosity in going above and beyond 
in ensuring they were just right.

If you haven’t been in to say hello 
at the Angaston Blacksmith Shop 
and Museum on a weekend, you may 
have caught us with a display at the 
Angaston Show in February and more 
recently at the Tanunda Ziegenmarkt 
for the Barossa Vintage Festival. We 
have some very talented blacksmith 
artists whose work we put on display 
and have available for sale – from 
practical articles such as fire pokers 
to decorative works for the garden. 

Visitation to the blacksmith during 
the Barossa Vintage Festival was 
very pleasing and we are now looking 
forward to the Barossa History 
Festival on May 1 and 2. We will be 
open both days from 10am – 4pm. 
June will be busy with regular tour 
groups booked.

Please get in touch for further details 
about tours, making a commissioned 
piece or to become a volunteer. 
Contact Leo on 0400 260 970.

O
FROM THE FORGE
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he Barossa Regional Heritage Network, co-
ordinated through the Barossa Council Public 
Library, collaborates with over 20 heritage groups 
across the district. The Network aims to ensure 

the rich heritage of the region is identified, preserved, 
promoted and accessible and comes together for the 
purposes of sharing ideas, resources and knowledge.

The group recently received grant funding via the Peter 
Lehmann Arts and Education Trust through Foundation 
Barossa to develop a Barossa Heritage Trails App, the aim 
being to create digital format walking, cycling or driving 
tours and trails of the main Barossa towns.

The use of an app provides an opportunity to rework our 
heritage narrative, highlighting unique sites and stories that 

integrate with local food, wine and tourism experiences, 
using technology to reach new audiences.

The MyTours App has been chosen as a simple and 
affordable platform to use that will transform print based 
maps in to accessible digital offerings. To each trail can be 
added numerous images as well as audio recordings, such 
as locals recounting personal stories, to provide a more 
interactive and authentic experience.

For stage one of the project, four pilot groups, 
representing Light Pass, Angaston, Bethany and Mount 
Pleasant, have been busy researching, writing and creating 
content over the past few months. Tanunda, Nuriootpa and 
other groups will be added in later stages. 

The Angaston Heritage Trail has a focus around Murray 
Street, the commercial beginnings of the town and the 
services that developed following settlement. Starting at 
the Barossa Adventure Station the trail is approximately 
3 kilometres. Taking in 27 stops, the walk should take 1-2 
hours to complete.

In researching each location some interesting stories have 
been uncovered and photos unearthed. For example, thanks 
to Jenni Evans we were able to view her Angas family 
photo album. Images of Rosetta French Hannay (daughter 
of George Fife Angas) and her husband John as well as an 
early image of their home, Rose Villa, have been included on 
the Angaston app. It is gratifying to be able to add extra 
details such as these to provide more context to a story. 

The Barossa Heritage Trails App will be introduced at the 
History Fair - Regional Connection brunch on Saturday 2 
May. We look forward to providing further details then. 

Sources: Barossa Regional Heritage Network - Regional Heritage Strategy 2020-2025 
and the PLEAT Grant application 2020.

BAROSSA HERITAGE TRAILS

T

21 Murray Street

HISTORY CENTRE

The advent of rail transport to Angaston was extremely 
significant for the town. The railway line and station 
were finally completed in 1911 after many years of 
lobbying. Prior to this, the nearest station was Freeling, 
to which Thomas Perry had operated a stage-coach 
service from 1877 until 1911. He carted passengers, mail 
and goods between the two towns twice daily.

Rail transportation allowed an expansion of local trade 
and as such the town thrived. In the years immediately 
following, the impressive National Bank building was 
constructed as was the new Institute (Town Hall). Both 
hotels made additions and improvements subsequent to 
the increase in tourist visitation.

The opening of our new exhibition co-incides with the 
Barossa History Fair - 1 & 2 May from 10 am to 4pm.

N e w  E x h i b i t i o n  –  A n g a s t o n  R a i l w a y

O p e n i n g  S a t u r d a y  1  M a y
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Old Union Chapel
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Name:  ........................................................................................................  

Postal Address:  ......................................................................................

.....................................................................................................................

Phone:  .......................................................................................................    

Mobile:  ......................................................................................................

Email:  .........................................................................................................

 
Annual Subscriptions: Remittance:

 General $15.00 Cash or via direct debit to:

 Concession $10.00 Angaston & Penrice Historical Society

 Corporate $30.00 BSB 105-021  Acc 038247840

 Life Member $100.00 (once only) Payment Received:  ....................................................  
 
 

Angaston & Penrice Historical Society Inc.  
ABN 75 126 367 743 

PO Box 337 Angaston SA 5353 
angastonheritage@gmail.com

The A&H Doddridge forge is now 
a working museum, thanks to our 
dedicated & passionate volunteers. 
Their skills are on display every 
Saturday, Sunday & some public 
holidays from 1-4pm.

The charming 1880s cottage next 
door at 21 Murray Street was once 
the Doddridge residence. It is now the 
Angaston History Centre where we 
have a research/meeting room and 
exhibition space. 

We welcome new members and 
encourage participation in our 
activities such as:

- volunteering as blacksmith/guide 
- recording archival material 
- arranging exhibitions 
- researching local history 
- writing articles 
- attending workshops 
- social funcions 
- participating on the committee. 

Please contact our President,  
Bill Gransbury, for further  
information on 0438 083 559 or  
email angastonheritage@gmail.com.

The Angaston & Penrice Historical 
Society (APHS) was established in 1997 
with the vision to preserve, share and 
pass on knowledge of the captivating 
local history of Angaston & Penrice. 

We have an active membership group 
that meets monthly. Our activities 
include staging exhibitions and 
events, maintaining our archives and 
collections, conducting Angaston 
heritage walks and answering family 
and local history queries. 

Our organisation oversees the 
operation of the heritage listed 
Angaston Blacksmith Shop & Museum 
located at 19 Murray Street. Built in 
1876, Hardy and his brother Bert were 
third generation Doddridges working 
this blacksmith shop. In 1965, when in 
his eighties, Hardy shod his last horse. 
Doddridges Blacksmith Shop shod cart 
and riding horses, and made wrought 
iron for carts, buggies, ploughs and 
tools. Blacksmith shops were an 
essential part of rural life and this is 
one of the very few remaining main 
street ‘smithies’ in South Australia.

APHS MEMBERSHIP

D i s c o v e r  t h e  s t o r i e s  o f  o u r  d i s t r i c t
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his delightful image was 

recently brought to our 

attention by Shane Le 

Plastrier when he contacted 

us to determine the precise location 

of this circa 1870s view of Angaston.

Not being a picture from our 

collection, our team of experts 

conferred and recognised the photo 

as having been taken from ‘Turner’s 

Hill’ behind the intersection of Penrice 

Road and Murray Street.

In the bottom right corner, opposite 

Penrice Road, is the Wanera hostel. In 

the middle of the image along Murray 

Street is the then single storey 

Angaston Hotel. Behind the hotel is 
Franklin House alongside which you can 
detect a tent-like shape. Controversial 
former resident of Franklin House, 
Dr Horace Dean, had established a 
profitable medical practice circa 

1850. According to the 1936 Barossa 
Centenary publication, Dean had 
erected an octagonal iron surgery 
behind his home. This image could 
indeed be evidence of that.

T
1870s ANGASTON

At our February meeting we were 
delighted to welcome Ray Menzel as a 
guest speaker. Ray spent most of his 
working life as a butcher in Angaston 
and it was fascinating to listen to him 
recount a few of his experiences.

Ray commenced working at Turner’s 
Butchers in Angaston in August 1959, 
the business then having seven staff 
members, including the owners, Perce 
and Bill Turner. At that time, Perce 
(known as ‘Joe’) was aged sixty-seven 
and his son Bill was aged forty. The 
second and third generation Turner 

GUEST SPEAKER

R AY  M E N Z E L

butchers had followed in the footsteps 

of Robert Charles Turner, who had 

purchased the shop in 1889. 

Joe Turner was well known for his 

meticulously shiny boots and the staff 

always wore a collar, tie and jacket 

when working, no matter how hot the 

weather.

Ray would make door-to-door 

deliveries, cutting the meat to order 

on the spot. On occasion he would 

drive the old Turner’s Dodge that is 

now housed in the Angaston Museum.

THANK YOU

s previously mentioned, we organised 
a promotional photo and video shoot in 
November. We are very pleased with the 
results and thank photographer Sam Kroepsch 

and videographer George Graetz for their excellent 
work. We would also like to thank the following people 
for giving their time so generously on the day - Anne 
Batten, Emma Dow, Henry Dow, Inga Dow, Bill Gransbury, 
Trish Gransbury, Maggie Gransbury, Zoe Gransbury, 
Edie Bolton, Rebecca Bolton, Karen Bates, Pat 
Strathearn, Leo Leggett, Joe Cornish, Jan McKenzie, 
Roger Hansen and Bruce Blackwell.

We have some fantastic images being used on social 
media already and look forward to launching our short 
promotional video very soon.

A
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PHOTO COMPETITION

nter the Angaston Heritage photo competition 

during the Barossa History Festival for another 

chance to win! 

Capture the essence of ‘Angaston Heritage’ during 

the first weekend of May - the best photo will earn the 

photographer two bottles of Langmeil wine valued at $60. 

Like and follow us on social media for more details.

@angastonheritage #angastonheritage

MEET OUR MEMBERS

Brought up on a farm at Kadina on the 
Yorke Peninsula, I worked as a diesel 
mechanic before changing careers 
to become a Chartered Accountant. I 
was fortunate to spend time posted to 
Manchester UK and later travelled around 
Europe where I further developed my 

interest in all things historic.

I moved to the Barossa in 1994, raising two children and 
thoroughly enjoyed my time advising and assisting my 
clients over 24 years with Heuzenroeders and then DitoPlus 
Public Accountants. Having recently retired, I now enjoy my 
time restoring and maintaining my old cars and motorbikes, 
a hobby combining my love of things mechanical and historic 
whilst also enjoying the fellowship of the local Classic 
Motorbike and Historic Vehicle clubs. 

I have been the Treasurer of APHS since it was formed 
in 1997 and am proud to be part of this group which 
promotes and preserves the heritage of our community.

I a n  W i l l i a m s o n  -  Tr e a s u r e r

DIARY DATES

APRIL 27

7.30pm - General Meeting

MAY 1 & 2

Barossa History Festival - 2 day event

Angaston Blacksmith Shop open 10am - 4pm

Angaston History Centre - Railway Exhibition opens

MAY 25 

7.30pm - General Meeting

JUNE 22

7.30pm - General Meeting 

JULY 27

7.30pm - General Meeting

AUGUST 24

7.30pm - General Meeting

KIDS PASSPORT

et the kids or grandkids involved in the Barossa 
History Fair ‘Expo’ on Sunday 2 May by picking 
up a Kids Passport. All you need to do is collect 
six stamps from our four locations (Town Hall, 

Adventure Station, Blacksmith and History Centre) for 
a chance to win. First prize is a voucher from Kids Unite 
valued at $50, second prize is a voucher from 40s cafe 
valued at $44 and third prize is a Raven’s Parlour book 
voucher valued at $30. Thanks to those businesses for 
their support!

G

ANGASTON & PENRICE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
21 Murray Street ,  Angaston
Box 337 Angaston,  SA 5353

angastonheritage@gmail .com  |   EQ@angastonheritage
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