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fter some improvements to the site including an 
isolation block, new large ward, septic drainage 
and a mortuary building, a fete was held for the 
opening on 15 Oct 1921. The doors were opened 

to hundreds of supporters who listened to speeches and 
attended stalls. Dr. Morris, Inspector-General of Hospitals 
performed the cutting of the ribbon and Mr W. Hague, 
Commissioner of Public Works, addressed the large crowd 
on behalf of the Government. A key fundraiser for the 
cause was the ‘Ugly Returned Soldier’ competition which 
raised a considerable £211 15/. The tally for the day’s 
events was over £500 - approximately $40,000 in today’s 
currency. 

We owe a debt of gratitude to our ancestors whose 
foresight and generosity has resulted in 100 years of 
continuous hospital care in Angaston. 

hile the need for a public hospital in the district 
had been felt for many years, it wasn’t until 
early 1920 that an opportunity arose to take 
action. Following consultation with government 

officials and the local community, it was decided at a public 
meeting to accept an offer from Dr. Cowan to purchase 
the property on North Street in which he was currently 
operating a private hospital. 

With Dr. Cowan promising a return of £500 of the purchase 
price as a donation, plus a pound for pound Government 
subsidy, at least £1500 remained to be collected from the 
district to make the property and required additions free 
of debt.

In February of that year, a notice was distributed across 
the district calling for subscriptions and appealing to the 
charity and patriotism of locals by announcing an intention 
for the hospital to be a peace memorial in honour of those 
who had recently served.

Finally, on 1 October 1920, a Board of Management led 
by Mr L. N. Salter, took over operation of the Angaston 
District Hospital, with Nurse Richards in charge as Matron. 

The first baby, arriving that very morning, was Kevin, son 
of Mr & Mrs Cliff Wishart of Eden Valley.

Within a year, 38 babies had been born, 140 patients 
treated, 48 operations completed and the number of beds 
increased from 8 to 16.

CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS
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Welcome to our first newsletter! 

With Covid restrictions 
challenging us over the last six 
months, unfortunately we had 
to cancel the Barossa History 
Fair which was to be held in 
May. However, despite social 
distancing, APHS has managed 
to remain busy. Our latest 
project is an exhibition at the 
History Centre celebrating the 
Angaston & District Hospital’s 
100 years of service. Thanks to 
Moculta Masonry and Custom 
Cladding for helping us with our 
storm water issues so that the 
History Centre is ready to use 
again.    

We’ve also been pleased to 
re-open the Blacksmith Shop 
and welcome numerous school 
groups for a tour. We have a 
restored early 20th century 
Doctor’s Buggy in the museum 
getting a lot of comments, come 
in and have a look. We are really 
in need of some more volunteer 
guides - please get in touch for 
more details.    

Other activities have included 
some members attending a 
‘Storytelling Workshop’ at 
Collingrove with Helen Lawry, 
sponsored by the National Trust 
via Allison Russell; supporting 
the restoration of a significant 
stained glass window at the 
Angaston Uniting Church and 
revitalising the Angaston 
Historical Walk - watch this 
space for a new brochure.

I wish to congratulate and thank 
our editor Rebecca Bolton for 
the amazing job she has done 
with our first newsletter. Well 
done Bec.

A NOTE FROM  
THE PRESIDENT

Photos R. Bolton / Sam Kroepsch.

At the blacksmith

e are proud of our 
heritage here in Angaston 
and our community owned 
working Blacksmith Shop is 

a welcome stop on many visitor lists.

It has been an interesting time 
adapting to the COVID-19 
restrictions but we have managed 
to put procedures in place and have 
experienced a steady flow of visitors 
from throughout South Australia and 
are very pleased to see that local 
visitors have also increased. 

The Angaston Blacksmith Shop and 
Museum has been open every weekend 
since early July and our dedicated 
volunteer blacksmiths and guides 
have been on hand to help visitors 
experience a step back in time, 
discover the creative art at the forge 
and see our display of transportation 
with a newly refurbished Doctor’s 
buggy, the Holmes wagon and of 
course the old Turner’s Butchers Van.

Our resident Blacksmith Co-ordinator, 
Leo Leggett, has been out of action 
with a shoulder injury and has 
switched his talents to storytelling as 
a guide.  He delights in the local school 
children tours and loves the reactions 
and questions their young imaginations

conjure up. An Angaston Primary 
School group recently enjoyed a visit , 
the demonstration on the forge with 
Brenton, our volunteer blacksmith, 
being a particular highlight. We 
received a lovely thank-you card from 
the students too. 

We are excited to announce that 
we will now be offering a ‘Basics of 
Blacksmithing’ experience. This will 
be a hands-on session at the forge 
with one of our talented blacksmiths. 
Create some noise with the hammer as 
you bang on the anvil, watch the sparks 
fly as you pump the bellows and make 
the hot iron hiss as you quench it in 
water.  Learn what it takes to produce 
a fire poker (adults) or a keyring 
(kids) at the forge and find out just 
how physical it can be. 

Nate Minchin and William Burrell will 
be the amongst the first to enjoy the 
‘Basics of Blacksmithing’ after winning 
APHS competitions earlier in the year.

For further details about the 
blacksmith experience or tours, to 
enquire about a commissioned piece 
or to become a volunteer, please 
contact Leo on 0400 260 970.

W
FROM THE FORGE

OCTOBER 2020, ISSUE 1

Bill

 



3

he Barossa Adventure Station is a wonderful new 
space for our town, a busy area for children to play 
in and families to linger. Opened at the beginning 
of the July school holidays without much fan-fare, 

it has quickly become an important attraction bringing 
tourists from near and far who might explore a little 
further and spend a little more, keeping our village alive.

When the railway finally reached Angaston in 1911, it was 
also vital to the town’s fortunes. Passengers, goods and the 
post were previously transported by horse and dray, most 
notably via the stage coach operated by Mr Thomas Perry 
who travelled to and from the nearest railway station at 
Freeling twice daily. 

The first trains arrived on 8 September 1911 with hundreds 
of passengers including the Governor, Sir Day Bosanquet,

who opened the line and the Premier, John Verran. 
Thousands of people turned out for the event, the largest 
gathering Angaston had yet seen. Bunting and flags 
were prolific, guns were fired and cheers erupted as the 
parliamentary train drew in. Wonderful images of the 
celebrations can be seen in the Observer and Chronicle 
newspapers. 

The rail service meant that goods produced locally such 
as wine, fruit , wool, sheep, cattle, minerals and quarry 
stone could be easily transported to Adelaide and thus 
on to export markets across the world. The town thrived, 
leading to investment in Angaston’s infrastructure and 
buildings such as the National Bank and the Institute being 
completed.

Following WW1, the town band played as returned soldiers 
were greeted with great enthusiasm on the platform. 
Imagine the anticipation of the locals as they could see the 
steam, hear the whistle and smell the burning coal as the 
train carrying their loved ones drew nearer.

Other communal benefits included the locals enjoying a 
Saturday night movie at the Institute, with the picture reels 
being delivered on the Friday night passenger train. Before 
the advent of public libraries, children looked forward to 
a delivery of books sent via train by the State Lending 
Service Children’s Librarian, and an annual excursion to the 
beach or city was an exciting opportunity eagerly awaited. 

The last passenger train was in 1968 although goods trains 
ran until the 1980s. The very last rail journey to Angaston 
was in 2004 and following the dismantling of the line, the 
bike track to Nuriootpa was opened in 2010. For over 100 
years the Angaston line enhanced the lives of the locals. 
The rejuvenation of the precinct now honours this legacy. 

Sources: Jo Zander, Barossa Council Library; Anthony Schubert; Trove.

RAILWAY PRECINCT
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Hospital  Exhibit ion

HISTORY CENTRE

Angaston & Penrice Historical Society, together with the 
Barossa Health Advisory Council is pleased to be holding 
an exhibition to celebrate 100 years of service of the 
Angaston & District Hospital. 

The exhibition will be held throughout the months of 
October and November on Wednesdays 10am-2pm and 
on weekends between 1-4pm at the History Centre, 21 
Murray Street.

Did you know that the first 30 patients to be admitted 
showed that the hospital was truly a district one? 
Addresses included Angaston, Tanunda, Nuriootpa, 
Moculta, Morgan, Loxton, Sedan, Dutton & Truro. The 
original patient register is on display and is a treasure 
of information. Be reminded of the beginnings of 
hospital care and consider how far we have come!

A n g a s t o n  H o s p i t a l  C e n t e n a r y

N e w  E x h i b i t i o n
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Angaston Railway Station c.  1915

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/164733580
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/88742000
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Name:  ........................................................................................................  

Postal Address:  ......................................................................................

.....................................................................................................................

Phone:  .......................................................................................................    

Mobile:  ......................................................................................................

Email:  .........................................................................................................

 
Annual Subscriptions: Remittance:

 General $15.00 Cash or via direct debit to:

 Concession $10.00 Angaston & Penrice Historical Society

 Corporate $30.00 BSB 105-021  Acc 038247840

 Life Member $100.00 (once only) Payment Received:  ....................................................  
 
 

Angaston & Penrice Historical Society Inc.  
ABN 75 126 367 743 

PO Box 337 Angaston SA 5353 
angastonheritage@gmail.com

The A&H Doddridge forge is now 
a working museum, thanks to our 
dedicated & passionate volunteers. 
Their skills are on display every 
Saturday, Sunday & some public 
holidays from 1-4pm.

The charming 1880s cottage next 
door at 21 Murray Street was once 
the Doddridge residence. It is now the 
Angaston History Centre where we 
have a research/meeting room and 
exhibition space. 

We welcome new members and 
encourage participation in our 
activities such as:

- volunteering as blacksmith/guide 
- recording archival material 
- arranging exhibitions 
- researching local history 
- writing articles 
- attending workshops 
- social funcions 
- participating on the committee. 

Please contact our President,  
Bill Gransbury, for further  
information on 0438 083 559 or  
email angastonheritage@gmail.com.

The Angaston & Penrice Historical 
Society (APHS) was established in 1997 
with the vision to preserve, share and 
pass on knowledge of the captivating 
local history of Angaston & Penrice. 

We have an active membership group 
that meets monthly. Our activities 
include staging exhibitions and 
events, maintaining our archives and 
collections, conducting Angaston 
heritage walks and answering family 
and local history queries. 

Our organisation oversees the 
operation of the heritage listed 
Angaston Blacksmith Shop & Museum 
located at 19 Murray Street. Built in 
1876, Hardy and his brother Bert were 
third generation Doddridges working 
this blacksmith shop. In 1965, when in 
his eighties, Hardy shod his last horse. 
Doddridges Blacksmith Shop shod cart 
and riding horses, and made wrought 
iron for carts, buggies, ploughs and 
tools. Blacksmith shops were an 
essential part of rural life and this is 
one of the very few remaining main 
street ‘smithies’ in South Australia.

APHS MEMBERSHIP

D i s c o v e r  t h e  s t o r i e s  o f  o u r  d i s t r i c t
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he Zante currant vine at 

Doddridge House (21 Murray 

Street) was planted c1880 by 

Mrs Sarah Doddridge (nee 

Germain). At various times, the vine 

was described as being the ‘largest 

in Australia’ (1916), the ‘biggest in 

the southern hemisphere’ (1944) 

and the ‘largest currant vine in the 

Commonwealth’ (1922). 

The Doddridge vine has been 

favourably compared to the Hampton 

Court vine (in England), which is 

now acknowledged as the largest 

grape vine in the world - planted 

approximately 110 years prior.

With consistently prolific growth, 
the largest recorded crop was 595 
pounds (270kg) of dried currants in 
one season. In 1916, the Doddridges 
netted £8 15/ for their harvest, ‘surely 
a record for one vine.’

Earlier this year our President, Bill 
Gransbury and his wife Trish, cut a 
modest 3kg of fruit from the vine. 
APHS Member, Jo Zander, then used 
the produce to make jam.

T
140 YEAR OLD VINE

Prior to joining the National Trust 
of South Australia, Allison Russell 
was employed by the History Trust 
of South Australia for more than 
a decade, working in roles at the 
National Motor Museum and the 
Migration Museum. She was also the 
Director of South Australia’s History 
Festival for 6 years. She has always 
had a passion for the community 
engagement aspects of heritage and 
history, and was awarded a Churchill 
Fellowship in 2010 which took her 
to the UK for 8 weeks, where she 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

G U E S T  S P E A K E R :  A L L I S O N  R U S S E L L 

was able to explore museum-based 
programs. 

Allison will speak to the AGM about 
National Trust’s new Regeneration 
Planning Framework, and in particular 
how this is being applied at Collingrove 
in the Barossa.

The AGM will be held at the Old Union 
Chapel, Penrice Road, Angaston 
on Tuesday 27 October at 7.30pm.         
Unfortunately there will be no 
supper on this occasion due to Covid 
restriction. All welcome.

COMPETITION WINNERS

arlier in the year we ran two competitions. 
The first related to the Christmas Exhibition 
at the History Centre. The winner was Nate 
Minchin. His prize is a ‘Basics of Blacksmithing’ 

experience. The second competition was held at the 
Angaston Show and first prize was again a blacksmith 
experience. The winner was William Burrell. Second 
prize was a bottle of Langmeil Blacksmith Cabernet 
Sauvignon, awarded to Terry Hobbs.

Covid lockdown occurred shortly after the Show and 
our exhibition ended. For many months afterwards we 
did not know whether we could offer our blacksmithing 
prizes. Thankfully now we have covid procedures 
in place and have arranged all the necessary safety 
equipment to operate with guests at the forge.

E
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SUPPORTERS

s a non-profit community organisation, we are 

entrusted with the maintenance and operation of 

the Angaston Blacksmith Shop & Museum, as well 

as being caretakers of the History Centre. 

While we are fortunate to obtain grant funding from 

time to time, we are also reliant on the generosity of 

the community. We would like to acknowledge the local 

businesses who offer their support and recommend their 

services to you.

MEET OUR MEMBERS

My wife Trish and I moved to Angaston 
in 1986 with our young son Tim. Our 
daughter Annie was born later that year. 
We now have 4 grandchildren which is a 
great joy and we love taking them around 
Angaston to the playgrounds and having 
them to stay. We are currently building 

a house and are looking forward to down-sizing after my 
retirement from the Angaston Medical Centre.

I have been the President of APHS since its inception 
in 1997 and enjoy working with our committee and 
members to promote the fascinating history of our 
district. Currently I am working on the revitalisation of 
the Angaston Historical Walk brochure and the Hospital 
Centenary exhibition.

I am also involved with the Angaston Football Club on the 
committee in the role of Health & Safety Leader of the 
Angaston A Team. I enjoy being connected to the Angaston 
and Barossa community. 

D r  B i l l  G r a n s b u r y  -  P r e s i d e n t

DIARY DATES

OCTOBER 3 - NOVEMBER 29

Angaston Hospital Centenary Exhibition 
History Centre, 21 Murray Street 
Wed 10am-2pm, Sat & Sun 1-4pm

OCTOBER 27

7.30pm - AGM at the Old Union Chapel 
Speaker: Allison Russell - National Trust

NOVEMBER 24

7.30pm - General Meeting at the Blacksmith 
Bill Sibley speaking about Angaston Marble

DECEMBER 8

6.00pm - Christmas BBQ at Barossa Adventure Stn.

JANUARY 27 2021

7.30pm -General Meeting (moved to the Wednesday) 

FEBRUARY 23 2021

7.30pm - General Meeting

LANGMEIL WINES

e are pleased to partner with Langmeil Wines. 
They are kindly offering 20% of the value of 
orders placed through APHS to be donated to 
the upkeep of the Angaston Blacksmith Shop 

& Museum. Orders can be made via the Langmeil website 
using the promo code DODDRIDGE.  
 
This offer is available until the end of October - place 
your orders now! Why not pick up a few bottles of their 
Blacksmith Cabernet Sauvignon - we can highly recommend!
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ANGASTON & PENRICE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
21 Murray Street ,  Angaston
Box 337 Angaston,  SA 5353
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https://www.langmeilwinery.com.au/Shop/Quick-Order-Form

